
Chapter 1

Topic
Senlence

WHAT IS A PARAGRAPH?
An Overview

A paragraph is a basic unit of organization in writing in which a group of
related sentences develops one main idea. A paraglaph can be as shortas onesen-
tence or as long as ten sent€nces,Thenumberolsentences is un important; however,
the paragraph should be long enough !o develop the main idea cl€arly.

The following model contains allofthe elements of a good paragraph. Read it
carefully two or three times end iry to analyze its structure.

Mod.l l: Pu.aaph structrE

Gold

Gold. a precious metal, is pri?ed for two important charactaristics. First of all, gold
has a lustrous beauty that is .$istant to coircion., Theretore, it is suitable for jewelry,
coins. and o.namental purpo6€s. Gold n€ver needs to be polished and will r€main
beautiful forever. For example, a Macedoniani coin .emains as unlsrn'shed. today ,3
the day it was minted twenly-$ree cenluri€s aso. Anoth€r importan! characteristic oi
spld is iis us€fulness lo ind'rstry lnd science. For mary years, it has been used in
hundreds of ind$trial applicarions- The mo6t.ec€nt use ofsold is in astronauts'
suits. Astronauls w€ar aold-plat€d heal shields for prot€ction ou&ide lhe spac€ship. ln
conclusion. sold is treasu.€d not only for its beauty, but also for its ulilily.

THE THREE PARTS OF A PARAGRAPH

A paragraph hag three major structural parts: a topic sentence, supporting
sentences, and a concluding sentence.

The topic s€ntence states th€ main idea of the paragraph. It not only nam€s
the topic of the paragraph. but it elso limits the topic to on€ or two areas thar can
be discussed completely in the space of a single paragraph. The specific area is
called the controlling idea. Notice how the topic sentence of the model states both
the topic and the controllins idea:

(Topic) (C1ntrollins ldea)
Gold, a precious melal, is prized for two important characterisrics.

corm3ion: chemical damage Mac.donirn: from an anci€h! Medirersneai cutruR
utrta.trished: unchansed in color
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Supportihg
S€ntence3

Concluding
Sentence

Unity

Coherence
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Supporting sentences develop the topic sent€nce. That is, th€y explain the
topic sentenceby givingr€asons, exalnples, facts. statistics, and quotations. Some of
the supporting sentences that explsin lhe lopic sentence about gold are:

Fircl ol all, gold has a h.rli.ord beollly t,hal is resil]lant to corrosion.
For erample. a Mo$donian coin rcnail' o,t urlldnrished. todaA os the d.atJ il
toa"t minted ttuentU-three centuries ago.

Another importat chato.cterislic ol gold is ils utility in industry and. science,
Tht mNt fecent application ol gold is in astronauts' sltits,

The concluding sentence sigials the end of the paragraph and leaves the
reader with important points to rememb€r:

In conclusion, gpLd is treo.sured nol onlv lor its bea tu, but olso for its utility,

TWO ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS

In eddition io the th ree structual paits of a peragraph, a good paragreph also
has the elements of unity and coherence.

Unity means that you discuss only oae main ideain oparagraph.The main ide6
isstated in thetopic sentence, and th€n esch end €verysupportingsentencedevelops
that idea. If, for example. you announce in your topic sentence that you are going
to discuss two important characteristics of gold, discuss only those. Do notdbcuss
anything else such as the price of gold, the history of gold, o. gold mining.

Coherence means that your psragTeph is €csy to read and urderstand becaus€
(l) your suppoating sent€nces are in some kind of logical oader, and (2) your idees
ere connected by the use of approDriate trensition signals, For example, in the
paraSraph about gold. there ar€ two main supporting ide&s: gold is beeutiful, and
gold is useful. Each of thas€ supporting ideas is discussed, one after theothea, and
an example is given for each one. This is one kind of logical order. Furthermore,
the aelationship between the idees isclearly sho$/n by using appropriatetrsnsition
words and phras€ssuch as " first of al1," "the seeond ihpoftant characteristic," " for
6xrmple," and "in conclusion."

ln summary, awell-written paragraph contains five elements: atopicsentence,
supporting sent€nces, a concluding s€ntehce. unity, ,nd coherence. ln the first
section of this book. you will study snd pBctice each of th€se el€ments.

THE ASSIGNMENT FORMAT

Below are instructions and a mod€lolone possible format lor the assignments
you will prepare for this class, You. instructor may ask you to use this formst, or
s/he may have otler requiremeDts.

l. Use only 8'1' x 11" lined. 3-hole not€book pap€r.
2. Writ€ a title in the center of the top line.
3. Write the practice numb€r, pag€ number and practice name in the upper

left-hand corner.

Wh.l h r P..rr.ph?

4. Wriie your name, the course number and date in iheupp€r right-hand corner.

5. Leave one-inch margins on both sides of the page.

6. Indent the first line of every paragraph.r

7. Write on ev€ry other line.

8. Number your pages.

L Write in ink.

Mod.l 2. Asialn.rt fo'dl

Practice numtler
Page number

Pnactica nsme lhe course nqm
and drte

lndentsbouton.
lrom the margin -

Wrile on every
olher line

one-inch m.rEin=i

'INDENT the fi.st line ol every p.ras?.ph. When tvpira, indent lh€ fir3l
line 5 lpcc€s. wher writins bv h.nd, indent th€ fi.3t line about one inch trom
th. m.rsin.

Notice that the first line in the paragraph is indented-rnoved to the right.
While th€ practice of indenting is chanaing, particularly in business letter wriling
it is still the cccept€d practice in acadernic writing

HOW TO WRITE A TTTLE

Single paragraphs do not usually have iitles. G iving you r practice paragraphs

titles. however, may help you toorganizeand limityour thoughts. For longe. essays

or rcports. though. the use of titl€s (as you will see in this book) will b€come more

n€c$34ry.
A titie tells the ieede. whet the topic of the Fregraph is. I t is usually a word or

phrss€. not a senteDce. It should be brief. but noi so brief that it doesn't tell the
readet what to expect.

ht6a 2, F{c3r44t
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Exalnple

The Topic Sentence

r. The fiBt. la-sl lnd all imporirnt wor& in a titl. lre cryitalized. Preposition!
and .nicles are roa imporlani $/ords. Pr€pcitions of more thrn five letteE.
however, may be capitalized. Ar.icles that besin (h€ title, of course. rre cspi.
talized.

2. The iitle i! not underlin€d.
3. The title b not enclGed in quotation m.rks, ro. is i{ end€d with a period.

MU Gredtest Culture Shack
Hou to Choose o. Good. (lsed Car
I nllalio Alfects E ueryboda
Backpacking in the Mountains
Writing A c od.ernic E nglis h
Ridins the Subua! in Neu York

Every tood prrrsTrph hrs . topic lcnt€nce. which clcrrly strter lh. topic lnd thc
corrrollins id€r ol th€ psras.rph.Il i! a complete s€ntence. It i. usullly(but not
always) the first !€ntence ir the parsarsph.

A topic sent€nce is the most important senttnce in a paragraph. lttbriefly
indicates what the paragraph is going to discuss. For this reason, the topic
sentence is a helpful 8!id€ to hoth the wriler d the rqadcr. The writer can see
what information to include(ond what infoamation lo exclude). The reader can see
what the paragraph is going to be about and is therefore better prepared to
understand it.

Th€re are three important points !o rernember about the topic sentence:

A topic s€ni€nce i5 a coflpleta sent ncei tlrst,i.,lt contains a subject, e v€rb, .nd
(usually) a comple$ent.

The following are nol complet€ sentences.

Ilril)iw on teewaga,
The imporlarce ol gold.
Hat lo reql.sttr Jor colLege cLasses.

A topic sentence contrins both a topic ond o corttollir, idso. It n.md the topic
and lLcllaigtb! toplc to a sp€cific rrea to be discussed in rh€ sprce of I
single paragFaph.

The following examples show how a topic sentence states both the topic and the
controlling idea in a cornpleie s€ntence.

DAring on lreeways requires skill and aletlness.
Gold, a pnAous metdl, is prized lor tLp ilnpoflant chara.teristics"
Regislering Ior collegc classes can be s frustrating erpeience lor neu studenll.. velaitis sp.€ds conror.lion: implied meinins

=*__-.-.-!r_E

Topic
Sentence
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A topic !€ntcnc. aives only the main idcri th€refor€. it ir the m6t sencrrl sirte-
ment in the prrrsirph. It doca Dgr giv€ rny specific d€t3ils

This is an example of a general sbtement lhat could serv€ as atopic s€nt€nce:

Good The Arabic origin olmany EngLish Lnrd.s is not dlwdgs obvious,

This sentence, on the other hand, is too specific to serve as a topic s€nt€nce:

Too Ttu slang erpresion "so long'' (neaning goodbae) i: Wobablu a
Specific corruption of the Arabic "salaaTn."

POSITION OF TOPIC SENTENCES

The topic sentence mey be the first or last sentence in a paragraph, The topic
sentence may .lso b€ the first o d last sent€nce of tbe Daragraph-"sands'ich-
style." A'sandwich-style" peragraph is especially helpful io your reeder if the
paragraph is very long. The second topic sentence in the "sandwic h-sty le ' para.
graph also seNes as a concludinR senlence.

Study the following thrce paragraphs. Notice the different positions for the
topic sentence in each. The topic s€ntences are underlined.

Model2: Pcirion of ropi. *nr..c6

Hurricanes

Hurricanes. which are also called cyclones. exert lremendous powe.. These violent
siorms a.e oftcn r hundr€d miles in dian€tcr, tnd rheir wind! can reach velocities' of
s€v€nly-fiv€ miles p€r hour or mo.e. Furlhermo.e. th€ stronr winds and h€aty rainf.ll
tha! accompany th€m cr'l compl€lely d€siroy a smrll town in a couple of hours. The
enersy that is released by a hu..icane in one d.y exceeds fie total €ne.sy consumed by
hunankind throushoul the world in one year.

Topic
Sentence

Topic
Sent€nce

(Conclusion)

Frmous School "F.ilu.es"

Albert Einstlin, on€ of lhe world's senius€s. friled his university enlrance €ramination
on his first allempl. Willialn Frulkner, one of America's not€d writ€rs, never finished
collese because he could not pass his Enslish cours€s. Sir Winsron Churchill, who is
considered one of the masl€rs ol lhe Enslish bn8!ase, had to have special tutorins in

- 
Topic Enslish during elemenla.y school. The6€ few examples show that failure in school docs

Sentence not always predict failur€ in lifg.

Synonyms

S6onyms. wo.ds lhat have lhe sane basic meanins, do not always have the same
emolional m€anins. Forexample, lhe words "stinsy ' and "frugal borh nean 'ca.eful w ith
mon€y." How€ver, to call a person stinsy is !n insuh, while the word frugal has a much
more posiiive connobtion'- Similarly. . pcrson w.nts io b€ slender but no! skinny. and
ass.essive. bu! noL pushy. @
many sscalled synonyms are nol rerlly synonymous at all.
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Practice l: Recognizing Topic Sentences
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Remember, the topic sentence indicates themain idea of a paragraph and is the
mo6t general stat€ment in the paragraph.

sTEp r Decide which of th€ following s€ntances is the topic sentence of the pala-
sraph.

STEP2 Write TS on the line next to that sentence.
sTEp 3 Decide whatorder the su pporting sentances shou ld be in and numberthem

1,2,3, and 4.

-a. 

Next, add antifreeze to yotl. windshield washer fluid; otherwise, the
fluid will freez€ dnd possibly break the'container.

- 

b. First, put on snow tires if you plan to drive on snowy, icy roads very
often.

- 

c. Driving in winter, especielly on snowy, icy roads, can be less trouble-
some if you take a few simple p.ecautions'.

-d. 

Pinally. it is also a good idea to carry tire chains, a can of spray to
unfreeze door locks and a windshield scraper in your car when driving
in winter weath€r.

-e. 

Second. ch€ck th€ amounl of antifreeze inyour ladidtorand add more if
n€c€ssary.

Paragraph 2

-a. 

Furthermore, researchers ere continuing to work on lhe d€velopment of
an efficient, el€clrically powered automobil€.

- 

b. Researchers in the automobile industry are experimenting with dif-
ferent types of engines and fuels as alternatives to the conventional
gasoline enginas.

- 

c . One new type of engine, wh ich burns diese I oil instead of ga-sol ine, hes

been available for several years.

-d. 

Finally. several aulomobile manufacturets ete erap€rimenting with
m€thrnol, which is a mixture of gssoline and methyl alcohol, as an
automobile fuel.

- 

e. A second type is the gas turbine engine, which can use fuels made lrom
gasoline, dies€l oil, kemsene, other petroleum distillstes'' or methanol.

rli.rillaL: i suhrtanc. obt ined Irohanoih..p(crution: .dvance rcrion to prvent em€th r n8i

Whrt I!. P*asrsph?

Parogrdph 3

- 

a. Later on, people began to writr on pieces of lealher, which were tolled
into scrolls.

- 

b. In the earliest times, p€ople carved or painted messages on rocks.

- 

c. In the MiddleAges, heavy papercalled parchmentwes used fo.writing:
books were laboriously copied by hand-

- 

d. With the invention of the printing press in the middle of the fiftaenth
century, the modern printing industry was born.

-e. 

Some form o[ written communication has been used lhroughout ihe
centuries.

-a. 

lf there had b€en a bigstorm on the day of a baby's birth, thebaby might
have been named Thunder Cloud.

- 

b. American Indian nrmes are very descriptive, for lndians were usually
named for a ph)sicrl attribute, for an occurrence in nature. or for an
animal.

-c. 

Grey Eagle. Red Dog. Big Bear. and Spotted Wolf are examplei of
Indiens named after animals.

- 

d. lndians with distinctive physical characteristics might be given .uch
names es Big Foot or Crmked Leg.

Paragraph 5

- 

a. For one ihing. individuel I.Q.' scores vary considerably.

-b. 

Many experts also question whether I.Q. scores are relaled to int€lli'
genc€.

- 

c. Furthermore. most psychologists agree that intrl ligence tesls are bia-ied'
in favor of middle-class children.

- 

d. The validity' of standardized intelligence t€sts is being seriously qu€s-

tioned by educators and psychologists.

-". 

In fact, motivation' s€ems to be just as importanl as intelligence in
determining a person's ability to learn.

l.q.: Int4llise'ce Qloli.nt bia*d: prejudied vilidilr: lrurh
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THE TWO PARTS OF A TOPIC SENTENCE

,..Atopics€ntencehastwoessentialpar!s:rhelopicahdtheconrrollingidea.Therop-r?names rhe subject or main jdeaof!he paras""ph. Th" 
"-r;;it;; _;;;;.k":,:speclnc comment about the topic, which in

ilil jli jti,JHi"#iH:#jTff 
XTjiil"Jfr ':t1:H".'fl 

g#;:ilx"rfi :
TOPIC CONTROLLING IDEA

(&rys!E!:3..1@Dffe easy ro prcpa.e.

,, In this example, lhe Lopic is hern€d: convenience foods. A sp€cific comment igthen madeebout th€ lopic: th€y are easv to.
,mmeararrv rnows iil;ffj";;-";ii;;"Jfi,i;J""; Tiil HTilT::"JlirTf.::graph wrltexptain or prove how quick and
and perhaps give some 

"-iiiii*"rli.ii"i'iiffi.:: ::iJ"Ttil;:,":,:l**" t*,'

/__ lqPlc . , C0NTROLL|NG IDEA
C!:IS3!_:g!I9refl€crs ihe narive roods or Americat imnis.sn! poputation.

In rhis exampl€, rhe topic is American-food. -The 
controlling idea of this tooicsentence is rhat Americans est a lot of fmd tf,.t o.igin.ffvi"rn" f.o_"",i"]counlries. Therefore. the reader should erl

popular "foreign" io-Js ;;; f;i:il;j"'"lfS 
theraragrapi !o give exampl€s or

ici.,n"" r, ." r-;y"li-u"p""".;;iL'""r,.,iii li,lil"iii';tacoso(Mex 
ican ) sauerbraten

,=-----I9l]9_ corirRollrNc IDEA
\rj:-3:938 rglI3! 

'€g3c$onsumes 
enorhous quanririE of runk rood.

,,-tl,tli: ."...t:ol"' ttte lopic is the averag€ American teenag€r. Th€ contmllinsme{r abour rhe Lopicsbtestha! lhe Ameri.an teen"g". *t i r"i"ri,"i i#. ii.,liithe rest of the paragraph should discuss th(
Aherican reenag€rs €at lsott orint<s, potato lilanltesnend 

tvpes ofJunk food that

Practice 2: l*"tifytng tt 
" 

Parts of a Topic Sentence

bnCircle 
the topic and underline the controlling idea in each ofthe followingsenl

Erampte 6T,." {FDrequires skil end al€rtness.
r. unvlng ln lbkyo requires nerves of steel.,
2. Driving in Tokyo requires an aggressive attitude.
3-, 

-Llvins 
in a dorr.ritory helps for€ign students imp.ove rheir English faster.

4. Living in a dormilory helps foreign srudents learn about Arnu.l""n 
"utru""more quickly.

5. Living in a dormitory may ceuse severe culture shock for some foreign stu-dents.

n.ry.r ol.t€.t v..y srrcna
nerv€s ridionl

O 
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6. San Francisco is famous for its temperate climate.
7. San Francisco is well known for its many tourist attractions.
8. San Francisco has a greet variety of ethnici n€ighborhoods.
9. Me€ting and making friends with Arllericans is a major p.oblem for many

foreign students.

10. Communicating in English is a major problem for foreign stud€nts.
ll. ln my opinion. many television commercials are misleading.
12. ln the opinion of the nation's economic experts. the primary caus€ of inflarion

is our dependence on imported oil.
13. A good topic s€ntence has two essential parts.

14. Owning a large automobile is quickly becoming an expensive luxury.

WRITING TOPIC SENTENCES: TwO REMINDERS

Ord. A topic lent€nc. sho ld be n€i(her too sen€ral nor too sp€cific. If it is too
8en€rrl. the ttsder crnnoi t€ll exactly whrt th€ pa.araph is goinS todiscuir.lf it
is toospecific, the writlr may not hov€ .nylhing left lo writ€ nbout inthe restolth€
paragreph,

Think of a lopic sentenci like the name of e particuler course on a restau.ant
menu. When you order food in a reshurrnt. you want 0o kno$. more atout a
particular course lhan just"meat"o. "soup"or"salad." You want to knowgen"rally
what kind of seled it is. Potato sahd? Mixed green salad? Fruit salad? You do nor
necessarily want to know all of its ingredients.

Similarly, the rerder of. peregreph wents to know generally *hat toexp€ct in
a pa.agnph;the r€ader does not want to learn all of the speci fic d€l'ai ls in the firs!

Too American food
general

is lerrible.

American food is tast€less and g"€asy because Americans use
too many canned, froz€n, and piepackag€d foods and because
everything is fried in oil or butter.

American food is tsstel€ss and greasy.

Too
specific

Good

Iuo: Do not includc too mrny unr.lated ider! in you. topic a€nlencci il you do,
your peng"rph will nol be unifi€d.

Too many San Francisco is famous for its temperat€ climat€, its many
ideas touristattractions,anditscosmopolitan'atmosphere.

Th€ three parts of this controlling idea are too unrelated for a single para-
graph. They would .equire three separate paragraphs.

Good San Frencisco is famous for irs many tourisi attractions.

.thnieofdiff..enlr:ci.l colmocolitrn: intarnarional
.nd cultual balsrdnds
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A. Write a topic sentence for each of lhe following topics. Remember to include
both a topic (main idea) and a controlling idea.

Examrtle
Topic: The effect(s) of television on children.

Topic Sentence: Television is harmful to children because it teaches them
violence as a waY of life.

or
Television .etatds a child's reading ability.

1. The effect(s) of smoking on a p€.son's h€alth

2. The benefits of foreign travel.
3. Th€ impo*ance of a college educetion for your field of study (engineering,

medical technology, art, business, €tc.).

4. The caus€(s) ol ecurrent pioblein in yourcountry(o. in the United Stat€s).

5. A cultural difference between your country end the United Stat€s.

B. Choose, either individually or with your clsssmat$ as a group, five edditional
topics that interest you. Write these topics in the spaces belo'lr. Then write
lopic sentences for each.

6.

7.

8.

10.

The Concluding Sentence

Now that you know how to writ€ a good topic senience for a paragraph, you

should also learn how to write d good concludingsentence. Aconcludingsentence is

notabsolutely necessary, but it is v€ry often h€lpful to th€ r€ad€r becaus€ itsignels
the end of th; prragraph and becaus€ it rerninds him/her ofyour ihportantpoints.

A concludinr *nttnce s€n.s thr.e Puryos€s:
l I t signsls th€ end of the p.rasraph (Us€ .n €nd-o{'Prraaraph .iloal 3uc h

.! "ln eonclusion," "ln sumrnrry," "Finauy." etc )
2. It summariz.s lhe m.in poinr. of the PrrlFrph.
3. lr sivesr finll comm.nt on you. topic.nd l€rvca the read€r wlth the mosr

import.nt idcas to think about.

O 
wh.l kr P.4cneh?

The examples below d€monstrale two different types ofconcluding sent€nces.

The first one paraphrases the topic sentencei i.e.'' the concludingsentence rep€als

the main idea of the topic sentence in different words The s€cond example sum'

marizes the two main pointsof the paragraph wh ich were not s pecifically star€d in

the topic sentence.

Model Sr Cotuludina *nlences

SYnonYms

Synonyms. words thrt have the sam€ basic meaning do not alwavs have the same

emo@bolh mean"ca'etul
*lth rnoneil'Eo*ever, to csll 5 person stingv is an insult, while th€ wo'd frugal ha3

. much hore poeitiv€ conmtation Similarlv e person wants to b€ slend€r bul not

skinny..nd agsressive but no! pushv. U{:&r9.!9!$94!-!seB!Lllg9!!!!s
word; becaus; many socalled svnonvfti're no! reallv svnonvmous at all'

Gold

Cold. a precioN m€!al, k Drized for lwo iFmrbnt 'hara'tcristics 
F;rst of all'

@ld hi! s lusrrous b€rutv ttrar rs resoant to ciii6i6iJEE6ilit i-s suitable for

i *"r.v, c.in". cna o.n".ent{l purpo!€s. Cold never ne€ds ro be polished and will
'*-'ii t"autitut rore'e.. For eirmple e Macedonian coin remains a"s untahished
r..lev t3 the dav it wa! minted twenlv'three centuriB rgp. Another important

"i"i*"r""i.t1" 
oi g.ra i" its us€fulness $ industrv and eci€nce For man'- l-ears ir hai

U"". u*a in rtuni*0" or lndustrial .PPlicalions. The dost r€cen! use of sold is in

;tronsuts' suilr. Astronauts wear sold-plated heat shields fot prot€ctioD orlside the

;;ac6hip. In conclusion. gold is lr€asured not onlv lor ils beaulv but also for its utilitr''

Practice 4; Writing Concluding Sentences

STEP I

STEP 2
STEP 3

STEPT

Underline the topic senrence in each paragraph
Determine lhe main ider of each paragraph.
eaa 

"'mJ*""fuai"g 
senlence i €ech You may eilher paraphr&se the

tooic sentence or summarize the main points'
g,i"ii";"ii .";ltai'g .untence with en end-of'parasraph sisnal'

You can reduce gts consumption in vour car bv c$eful d'ivins and sood mainEnance'

ooni 
"o"ed. 

C"" *ni'.ption is rbout lo p€rceni hisher ar 60 miles per hour lhan ar

sn -rr.'. *r tr.rt 
""a """n 

crealer 1! higher spceds Avod fasi slops and starts becausc

ii"" w.ri vo'rr tires out in tddilion to usins . lot of gas Check vout trre p'essure ofren

il.i'"'* u'ia"ti*r"r.A t;"s reduce gs hilease considerablv Cet vour car !un€d uD

i"q"l";V r*** * i""fficientlv operating enaine results in in€fficienl fu€l con''rhP

1..: that is{lrom $e Lalin.bbt€vislion id ?$l)
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Aliarnative €nergy sourc€s sre becoming increasinsly att.active as the enerBy crisis
b€comes more sev€re. Solsr heeling sy3t€ms. which \rse the sun's radiation a! a source of
enerSy, are a promisins alt€rDltive energy source. Nuclesr power planG are .lready
in operation in several Frls of the country. Covernment and private industry are ev€n
inveslisating the possibilily ofcapturing the power ofocesn waves and !ide! for con-
version' inlo usabl€ €nergy. Coal is once again b€coming an acceprabl€ fuel a3 the nsiion
s€arches for solutions to rhe energy shorlage. Even 8:rbrae is scen as a pot€ntisl sourc€
of€ncrgf,. ln sone conmunitie6, g:rbrAe is burned to heat blrildinss and lisht city

Poragrdph 3

Hou!€ construction in vcrious parrs of lhe world depends m.inly on the avdlability
of buildira maie.ials. For example, the Eskimos, livina in . treeless resion of snow
and ice, sometimes build iempomry homes out of thick blocks of ice. P€ople who live
in d€s€.ts. on the other hand, u!€ lhe mct available maierial, mud or clay, which
provid€s sood insulalion' from the h€at. ln Northern Europ€. Russii, .nd othe. ar€as
of the world where foresls ale plentiful, peoplc usually coNlruct their homes oul ol
wood. In rhe islsnds of th€ Soulh Pacitic. where rh€.€ is r plentiful supply of blmboo
and palm. p€ople use these toush. fibrous'plants lo build their hones. 

-
Puragtdph l,

There are nuherous €veryday words in Enrilish tha! have com€ from other hnsuases.
Americans r€l ins at home, for €xample, may pui on li'nonos', which is a Japanese
word. Anericans pho live in r iemD€.at€ clihale may l..ke an iflernoon &irrtd' on ln
outdmr pdlto', )vithoul €vetr t€rlizins thst th$€ ar€ Spanish words. In th€ir a..den.
th€y may enjoy lhe frasrance olJi4srairz flowers. a word thtt catne inlo English froh
P€rsian.They may evcn i€lax on a cnoi* lorgld while sippinsrdrink nsde wilh Ddta,
aords oi French and Russian orisin. respectiv.ly

ch.ie lonsu.: lounae chairlibrcd cont.i.inc tib€.
Liho.d louhsarg rcbe

Wh.t I!. Pr.ar.ph!

There are lwo major ditlerence3 between th. Europ€an and Arne.ican universit-v
sysrems. ln Europ€an unive.3iti6. sludents rre not required to atEnd cl6s€s. In frct.
prol€sso.s in CermaDy gener.lly do .or know lhe names of the students enrolled in
their courses. ln the Unit.d Stst€s, ho*ever, slud€nts lre requir€d lo !l@nd all
class€s and may be p€a.lized' if lhey don'!. Furthe.mdre, in (he Europ€an syst€m.
th€r€ is usually juslon€ compreheruive examinslion at the end of lhe stld€nts entirt
four or five years of study. ln lhe American systern, on !h€olher hend, there are
usually numerous quizz€., test!, and homeoo.k assignmenls, and there is ilmost
always a final exanination in each course at th€ end of lhe semestr'

Review: What Is a Paragraph?

These are the important points you should have lerrned from this chap-

l. A good topic sentence:
a. is a complete sentence with a subject, a verb. and generally a

complement.
b. states both the topic and the controlling idea of lhe paregraph
c. is neither too g€neral nor too specific. It states the main id€a

cleerly, but it do€s not give the sp€cific details.
d. is usually (but not stways) the first sentence in the paragraph.

2. A good concluding sentence:
a. signals the end of the palagTeph.
b. summariz6 the important points brielly.

WRITING PRACTICE

Choo6e a topie from the list below end x,ritea pa.agraphsix to ten s€nt€nces in
lenglh.

sTEp l Begin your psragrsph with e gpod topic sentence and underline it.
sTEp2 w.ite severll supporting sehtenc€s that explain or support the topic

sentence.
STEP i W.ite a good concluding sent€nce and und€rline it.
sTEp 4 Check your paragraph against the Paragraph Checklist on psge 16 belore

you hand it itr.

Topic Srogc|titns
Arrenged mer ages.

Uncontrolled population Fowlh.
Computers, calculators, or machines in general.

t?ft-handed people.

The advantages of hrving a college education.

Ownins a car.


